Job Aid 350-70-5.5


Guidelines for Design of IMI (CBT) Tests / Test Items  Administered via DL





This job aid assists in designing IMI tests and test items that will be administered via DL, to ensure standards established by HQ, TRADOC have been met.�
�
Some considerations for design of IMI test/test items follow:�
�
1.�
Be certain the instructions are clear and unambiguous, since an instructor may not be available to provide clarifications.�
�
2.�
Allow the student to exit the test before completion/submission without penalty.�
�
3.�
If the test is critical for the certification of skill/knowledge obtainment (i.e., directed training), ensure an observer/proctor is available.  Clearly specify, in the learner assessment plan and student instructions, who can serve as a proctor. �
�
4.�
Avoid having a question clue the answer to another question.  As a general rule, allow the learner to return to previous questions and change their answer.  Exception:  If a previous question might clue a later question, or a later question clue an earlier one, do not allow the student to return.�
�
5.�
Feedback on questions missed must be provided, but it should not be provided immediately after each question.  Wait until the entire test has been submitted and graded.�
�
6.�
As a general rule for IMI self-paced tests, the student should be given an unlimited number of trials (up to the time limit specified) to pass the test.  Exception:  The number of trials should be limited (to other than time) only if resources cannot be allocated for the entire time available for completion of the instruction. �
�
7.�
As a minimum (if possible), create at least 2 versions of the test.  Use the computer’s capability to scramble the alternatives and order of test items to create multiple equivalent versions of a test.�
�
8.�
Each TLO must be evaluated independently.  Test items must be tied to their associated TLO to determine PASS/FAIL of each TLO.�
�
9.�
Groups of test items measuring multiple TLOs may be administered together, as long as PASS/FAIL performance on each TLO is determined separately.�
�
10.�
Unless absolutely necessary to ensure retention, a TLO should be tested once, and only once, during the learning sequence (phase/course).�
�
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