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Guidelines for Development:  Matching Test Items

	

	1.
	Ensure that each of the sets is homogeneous in content.  Ensure that the entries within a single set are logically and grammatically parallel.

	2.
	Include more answer choices than statements that are to be matched with an answer choice.  Two or more is recommended.

	3.
	Include only a reasonable number of answer choices for each test item (8-10).

	4.
	Arrange the entries in the sets in some logical order.

	5.
	Indicate whether an answer choice can be used more than once.

	6.
	Provide directions that specify the basis on which the match is to be made.

	7.
	Include separate headings for the statements and the answer choices.

	8.
	Ensure that matching test items are the most appropriate format for measuring examinee mastery of the objective.  Consider whether another format, such as multiple choice test items, might be more appropriate.

	9.
	Ensure that the matching test item is contained on a single page/screen.


